Apr-28-08 04:14pm  From=KHWI-COMMUN | CATIONS 8913012158863 T-678 P.02/03 F-565

HHMI

HOWARD HUGHES MEDICAL INSTITUTE

April 29, 2008

Via Facsimile and Regular Mail

Officer in Charge — BRAC
National Naval Medical Center
8901 Wisconsin Avenue
Bevhesda, Maryland 20889
Fax: (301) 295-5020

RE:  Howard Hughes Medical Instiwure
Response to Final Environmental Impact Statement

Officer in Charge:

The Howard Hughes Medical Instiute (“HHMTI?) appreciates the Navy’s dehiberative
efforts in drafting a comprehensive Final Environmental Impact Statement (“FEIS™),
which will gwide the implementarion of the Base Realignment and Closure ("BRAC™)
action at the Nadonal Naval Medical Center (“NNMC™). The FEIS 15 sensitive and
responsive 1o many of the communiry’s concemns about the BRAC move. As a neighbor
in the immediate vicimry of NNMC, HHMI particularty appreciates the Navy’s
consideratton of the concems expressed by HHMI in its lemer dated January 18, 2008.

The FEIS acknowledges the tremendous impact that BRAC will have on the area and
provides meaningful recommendations and oppormnities to address the impacys. OF
note, the Navy’s change of position on the communiry’s eligibilivy for Defense Access
Road (‘PAR”) funding is critical. Tt recognizes thar waffic mitgarion efforts outrside of
the NNMC campus are maperative for BRAC's overall mission 1o establish a stare-of-
the-art medical facility for our wounded military personnel. It also gstablishes the Navy
4s a partner in seeking and implementing the necessary nutiganon soluuons.

HHM] is also pleased that the FEIS recognizes the need 1o facilitate transit options and
pedesirian mobility around the NNMC campus. The suggestions of an elevator and
pedesinan underpass to link the NNMC campus to the Medical Center Memro Stanon and
the west side of Rockville Pike are tllustrative. The Navy's efforts 1n this area ave also
evidenced by the hiring of 4 Transporranon Management C'oordinator and the pledge 10
review and update NNM(’s Transportanion Management Plan as part of the Masier Plan
process.

Notwithstanding these positive changes, HHMI remains concemned that the proposed
waffic mitigation measures in the FEIS are Jargely piecemeal and lack details. As
expressed m the lenier of January 18, 2008, HHMI does not support miligation measures
that conninue 10 encourage The use of the Jocal area roadway system. Such measures
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HHMI

HOWARD HUGHES MEDICAL INSTITUTE

April 29, 2008

Vig Facsimile and Regular Mail

Officer in Charge - BRAC
Natipnal Naval Medical Center
8901 Wisconsin Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland 2088%
Fax: (301) 295-5020

RE: Howard Hughes Medical lnsninure
Response 1o Final Environmensal Impact Statement

Officer in Charge:

The Howard Hughes Mcdical Insugute ("HHMT”) appreciates the Navy’s dehiberative
efforts in dryfiing a comprehensive Final Environmental Impact Statement (“FEIS™),
which will guide the implementarion of the Base Realignment and Closure ("BRAC™)
action at the National Naval Medical Center (TNNMC™). The FEIS 1s sensitive and
responsive 10 many of the community’s concemns about the BRAC move. As a neighbor
in the immediate vicipity of NNMC, HHMI particularly appreciates the Navy’s
consideration of the concemns expressed by HHMI in its lener dated January 18, 2008.

The FEIS acknowledges the rremendous impact that BRAC will have on the area and
prevides meaningful recommendations and opportunities to address the impacys. Of
note, the Navy’s change of position on the community’s eligibility for Defense Access
Road (“DAR”) funding is critical. Ty recognizes thar wraffic mitgarion efforts ourside of
the NNMC campus are imperative for BRAC’s overall mission jo establish a state-of-
the-art medical facility for our wounded military personnel. It also gstablishes the Navy
as 3 partner in seeking and implementing the necessary mitigation solutons.

HAMI is also pleased that the FEIS recognizes the need to facilitate transit options and
pedesmian mobulity around the NNMC campus. The suggestions of an elevaror and
pedesinan underpass ta link the NNMC campus to the Medical Cenrer Mertro Siation and
the west side of Rockville Pike are llustrative. The Navy's efforts i this area are also
evidenced by the hiring of 4 Transporranion Management Coordinator and the pledge 10
review and update NNMC’s Transportation Management Plan as part of the Masier Plan
process.

Notwivhstanding these positive changes, HHMI remams concerned that the proposed
traffic mirigarion measures in the FEIS are largely piecemeal and Jack details. As
expressed in the letter of January 18, 2008, HHMI does not sppport mitigaiion measures
that conminue 10 encourage the use of the Jocal area roadway system. Such measures
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